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All The Way Up Potato Hill 

By Jasmine Connor 

Congratulations to the Raving about a Raider winners for December. The winners embarked on 
a great trip to Potato Hill. They had a great time skiing, as I was told. They pulled up their snow 
pants, zipped up their coats and were on the road by second period. The bus trip took           

approximately a half an hour, which spared enough time for the winners to raise the roof. Hopefully they 
weren’t asking that dreadful question that makes every chaperone, parent, or teacher, wonder why they 
came: “Are we there yet?!” By the time they had arrived, everyone began straying from the bus, and before 
you knew it, they came sliding down like rockets. A student who went stated, “It was the most fun I had in a 
long while. We had a great time skiing.” 

 
Book Talks with Mrs. Rose 

By Netanya Hall 

 
Q: How many kids presented? 
Mrs. Rose: I have about 170 kids but only 
about 130 presented. 
 
Q: Why did you do book talks? 

Mrs. Rose: I thought as a whole it created a community of students that got a short and interesting summary 
about a book. They were motivational and gave the other students good summaries and different kinds of        
literature. 
 
Q:  What is a book talk? 
Mrs. Rose: A book talk is a short, informational discussion about a book where the 
presenter highlights interesting parts to “sell” the book to other readers. They use a 
hook to begin and catch the reader's attention and then end with a cliffhanger to 
leave the reader in suspense. 
 
Q: What kinds of books did you use for the book talks? 
Mrs. Rose: We did all fiction books. The way the students found their books is by  
using Donovan’s Opals system. Students found fiction books by their Lexile numbers. 
 

Q: Why use book talks in the classroom? 
Mrs. Rose: Book talks are interesting, engaging and student-
centered activities that promote independent reading with 
both the teacher and student sharing their books. In my    
experience, students are very nervous at first. But then after 
watching me do examples of book talks, students became 
more willing to read the book and present to their          
classmates. 



 
 
 
 
 
Q: What schools did you play against? 

Damonte: We played against JFK, Whitesboro, New    
Hartford, Notre Dame, and Rome. 
Q: Who is the team captain? 

Sophin: Fehmi Ahmeti and Zyliek Hammett. 
Damonte: Zyliek Hammett and Oliver Rogers 

Q: Who is the coach? Any thoughts about him? 

Sophin: Coach Giruzzi. He is tough, but funny. A good 
coach. 
Damonte: He is hard on us. 
Saw: Very strict coach, and a very good coach 

Hae Htoo: He yells a lot to motivate us. 
Jerquell: He is funny, smart, tough, and very strict. 
Damonte: Coach Giruzzi is hard on us. 
Q: What do you do for warm-ups? 

Sophin: Layup lines, and shooting drills. 
Saw: Layup lines, duke drills, diamond drills, and stretches. 
Damonte: Layups, and free throws. 
Hae Htoo: Duke drills, speed dribbles, and diamond drills. 
Damonte: Layups, and free throws. 
Q: Who is the most improved on the team? 

Sophin: Christian Sanchez 

Hae Htoo: Michael Albertine 

Damonte: Hae Htoo 

Jerquell: Michael Albertine. 
Q: Who is the most cheerful person on the team? 

Sophin: Zyliek Hammett 
Hae Htoo: Fehmi Ahmeti 
Saw: Jazeir Brown 

Damonte: Fehmi Ahmeti 
Jerquell: Jerquell Henderson, and Marc Simmons. 
Q: Have you gotten any injuries? 

Saw: I rolled my ankle during the Notre Dame game. 
Q: In what ways can the team improve? 

Sophin: We could have better team chemistry. 
Saw: We are already really nice. 
Hae Htoo: We should listen to the coach more. 
Jerquell: We could practice more, have better chemistry, 
and be around each other more. 
Q: What do you like most about your team? 

Hae Htoo: They motivate you to do better. 
Saw: I like everything about my team. 
Sophin: We are athletic and fast. 
Jerquell: We are really good, same goals, and we are all 
cool with each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Q: Who is the best in 7th grade? 

Hae Htoo: Jerquell Henderson. 
Jerquell: Jerquell Henderson 
Q: Who is the best in 8th grade? 

Sophin: Zyliek Hammett. 
Jerquell: Zyliek Hammett, and Fehmi Ahmeti. 
Hae Htoo: Zyliek Hammett, and Fehmi Ahmeti. 
Q: Who do you think will be the captain(s) next year? 

Sophin: Jerquell, and Jezeir 
Hae Htoo: Jerquell Henderson, and Jazeir Brown 

Saw: Jerquell Henderson, Jazeir Brown, and Devon. 
Jerquell: Jerquell Henderson, Marc Simmons, and Jazeir 
Brown. 
Q: When and why did you start playing basketball? 

Sophin: I started playing basketball in fourth grade. I     
enjoyed it when other people played it. 
Hae Htoo: I started playing when I was younger because I 
watched videos of people playing basketball and I thought 
it was cool. 
Saw: I started playing when I was 10 because it is cool. 
Jerquell: When I was a toddler, I just grabbed the ball and 
learned how to play. After that I just started practicing to 
get better. 
Q: Who influenced you to play? 

Hae Htoo: My friends. 
Sophin: Myself. I saw people play, and I just did it. 
Jerquell: My father. 
Q: How often do you practice? 

Sophin: I practice 3 times a week, 1 ½ hours each time. 
Hae Htoo: I practice whenever I am free. 
Saw: 5 times a week for 2-3 hours. 
Jerquell: I practice everyday after school. 
Q: Do you hope to play basketball next year? 

Sophin: Yes, I think it will be fun to play again. 
Hae Htoo: Yes. 
Saw: Yes. 
Jerquell: Yes, I want to play professionally. 
Q: What drives you to do well? 

Hae Htoo: I love the sport, and people motivate me. 
Sophin: My teammates who cheer me on. 
Q: Do you think that sports should come before       
education? 

Hae Htoo: No, because if you play for a school team, and 
you don’t do well in school, you will get kicked off the team. 
Saw: No. 
Sophin: No, education is more important than sports     
because you need to know what you are doing. 
Jerquell: No, you need education to do certain things, and 
without it you can’t do them. 
Q: How do you balance your schoolwork, and         
basketball? 

Sophin: Just do it. 
Hae Htoo: When I get home I do my homework first, then if 
I am free I go out places to play. 
Saw: I don’t. 
Jerquell: I make sure that I have time to play basketball. 
 

11:0   No losses! 

Slam Dunk 

By Naomi Smith 



Persistence on the Court 
By Netanya Hall 

 
Even though I don’t play basketball for Donovan, I learned a lot about the girls’ basketball team.  Wealthy 

Robinson, a 7th grader on the team, met with me in the commons so that I could interview her.  I also met with 
8th graders Gianna Thomas and Anijah Buckingham during the breakfast program, and I learned even more. 

 
 
Q: What is your position? 
Wealthy Robinson: My position is center. 

 
Q: How many games have you won so far? 
Wealthy Robinson: We have won 10 games. 
Gianna Thomas Anijah Buckingham: We have lost 3 games. 
 
Q: How long does a game normally last? 
Wealthy: A game normally lasts an hour or an hour and 15 minutes. 
 
Q: How are the practices? What are the practice like? 
Wealthy Robinson: The practice are ok because the coach makes them fun by telling jokes. 
Gianna Thomas, Anijah Buckingham: We do drills and have a shooting contest. 
 
Q: How many team captains are there? 
Gianna Thomas, Anijah Buckingham: there are 4 team captains. 
 
Q: What team that you went against was the hardest to beat? 
Wealthy Robinson: So far Notre Dame was the hardest team to beat. We were an evenly matched team. 

 
Q: What is the coach’s name? 
Gianna Thomas, Anijah Buckingham: The coach is Mr. Singleton.  
 
Q: What do you think about your coach? 
Gianna Thomas Anijah  Buckingham: He really pushes us and he makes us practice during the game. 
Wealthy Robinson: I like my coach and I enjoy how he coaches basketball. 

 
Q: What do you think about your team? 
Gianna Thomas, Anijah Buckingham: We are close, so we are all friends We push each other to do our best and we feel 
like one big family.  
 
Interview with Coach Singleton 
 
Q: Who is the most improved? 
Coach: I think the whole team has improved. 
 
Q: Opinions of the team and the season? 
Coach: The team has done much better than they thought they would do. They really like the team.  
 
Q: What are the strategies for your team? 
Coach: We use our speed and athleticism. 
 
Q: How did the captains get picked? 
Coach :The captains presented themselves as leaders during tryouts and during the season. 

 

Team Captains: 
Ahriah Baynes, Anijah Buckingham,                                  
Aniya Irizarry and Gianna Thomas 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: Why did you pick BOCES as the field trip? 

Mrs. Egresits: The program is for 8th grade because it gives a 
preview of what they can do in high school. 

 
Q:How many kids went? Did only 8th grade go? 

Mrs. Egresits: About 50 kids went, but only 8th grade went     
because it is to show the 8th graders what they can do next 
year.   

 
Q:What was it like? 

Mrs. Egresits: It was a great day and it was informational. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: How long were you there and what did you do there? 

Mrs. Egresits: We had a tour guide and we were at the     
Career and Technical Education Center. At  the beginning 
they gave us a talk about what we were going to do. Then we 
split into two groups and  visited various classrooms. We 
went into an auto mechanics classroom  that was set up   
similar to a large auto mechanic shop. We also visited the 
nursing classroom that was set up similar to a hospital.  The 
tour was 90 minutes. 

 
Q: What do you think the students who went learned from 
this? 

Mrs. Egresits: They learned about the classes that are    
available to them in high school. 

Q: How do you think the field trip went? 

Mrs. Egresits: The students filled out a survey and said that it 
was a great experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q: Why did you start playing? 
Shaliyah: I don’t know, I just like it. 
Ebby: I started playing because I love sports 
Mu Dor: I thought it would be fun and interesting. 
Q: When did you start playing? 
Shaliyah: This year 
Ebby: 7th grade 
Mu Dor: This year 
Q:What schools did you play against? 
Shaliyah: JFK, CVA and the rest I forgot. 
Ebby: Rome and Whitesboro. 
Mu Dor: JFK, RFA, Whitesboro, VVS, and some more 
that I forgot. 
Q: Who is the team captain? 
Shaliyah: It changes every game. 
Ebby: It is different every game. 
Mu Dor: We switch captains every game. 
Q: Who is the coach? 
Shaliyah, Ebby, and Mu Dor: Coach Clark. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Q: What are your 
thoughts on the coach? 
Shaliyah: He is a pretty 
good coach. 
Mu Dor: He was an okay coach. 
Q: How do you warm up? 
Shaliyah: Normal stretches. 
Ebby: Bumping and setting to each other. 
Q: What passes do you use most often? 
Shaliyah : Forearm 
Ebby:  We often use all the passes because the drill is to 
bump,pass, and set 
Mu Dor: Bumping 
Q: Who is the most improved on the team? 
Shaliyah: Mu Dor May 
Ebby: Everyone improved a lot, so I can’t really say. 
Mu Dor: I feel that it was Kirianna. Even though she was 
really good in the beginning she improved a lot by the 
end. 
Q: Who brings the most points to the team? 
Shaliyah: Kirianna, and Ebby. 
Ebby: Getting points is a team effort, so I say everyone. 
Mu Dor: Everyone does very well in helping us earn 
points. 

Future Opportunities 

By Netanya Hall 

Set It Up 
By Naomi Smith 



   Singing out Loud 
     By Jasmine Connor 

 

 
 

We should give a hand to Donovan’s school 
choir. On December 13th, most of us            
witnessed what had to be the best concert in 
the history of school events. The altos,         
sopranos, and tenors really nailed it in the 
ground with “Fight Song.” The overall           
performance of “My Shot,” by Hamilton was 
phenomenal. They managed to turn a song 
adapted from a Broadway musical into a song 
for the season. But no one could  forget the 
“Baby Shark” performance - the one that made 
everyone laugh. It was hilarious. Everyone in 
the audience, young and old, nearly fell out of 
their seats. Even a month after this, we should 
still give a round of applause to our performers. 
And let us not forget Mr. Phillips, both the choir 
and music teacher who prepared them for this 
event. He definitely deserves a hand for the 
wonderful winter concert and the others to 
come. 

“Let's Dance the Night Away”! 
By Fatuma Sidali 

 

If you didn’t already know, there was a dance on Friday the 8th of 
February. This dance was wickedly crowded. A lot of people danced 

and enjoyed themselves. We should thank Student Council for setting 
up this spectacular dance because at the dance you could have bought snacks such as Kool 

Aid, Airheads, water, and types of different chips. This would not have been done without 
Mrs. Egresits and Mr. Colone’s immense help with selling the beverages and snacks. At this 

awesome dance some of the songs that DJ Joe played were “Envy Me” by CalBoy, “Turn Down for What” 
by DJ Snake and Lil John, “Genie” by NBA YoungBoy, and other great songs. We 

should also thank DJ Joe for being an awesome DJ.!  

Thank you Student Council for an awesome dance! 

 



The Simple Gifts of Band 

By Naomi 

 
Q: Does Mrs.Tillotson motivate you to do 
well? 
Naomi: Yes, she always encourages us to do 
better. 
CeCe: Yes, she motivates us to do well. That 
makes us realize that we can do better, and 
learn from our mistakes 
Keirstin: Yes, definitely. 
Q: Who made you want to play? 
Naomi: I have loved music, I had a clarinet at 
home, and I wanted to join band anyway. 
CeCe: My grandmother 
Keirstin: My mother, she made me play. 
Q: What is the most memorable thing that 
has happened in band/orchestra? 
Naomi: It was not from this year, but last year. I 
walked into band, slammed my hands on a   
table, and demanded to play saxophone.  
Somehow I was allowed to. 
CeCe: Meeting new people while being able to 
cooperate as a band. 
Keirstin: When I went to All County. 
Q: Have you ever wanted to do a solo? 
Naomi: All of the time. Especially when I have 
practiced a song a lot. 
CeCe: Not that I can think of. 
Keirstin: Yes, and I have. I played the Star 
Spangled Banner at my 6th grade concert as a 
solo. 
Q: What is your favorite instrument? 
Naomi: I play piano, so I guess I should say 
that, but I really like the bagpipes even though I 
don’t know how to play them. 
CeCe: I really like the piano. 
Q: Is music something you intend to do for a 
long time? 
Naomi: Yes, I play piano as well, and I think I 
will be able to play for a long time. 
CeCe: I am not sure. 
Q:What was your favorite piece to learn? 
Naomi: We Will Rock You. I think it was from All 
County, but it was definitely my favorite to play. 
CeCe: The Simple Gifts of Christmas. 
 Q: Have you always played this instrument? 
Naomi: From the time I have been in band, yes. 
However I do play piano outside of school. 
CeCe: Yes I have. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bringing Strings to Life 

By Naomi 
 

Q: Does Mr. Karwacki motivate you to do well? 

Glory: Yes, he tells us stories about when he couldn’t play 
so well, but he practiced and he ended up succeeding in 
his class. 
BeeJu: Yes. 
Gabby: He does. 
Suithlyanpyu: Yes, he motivates us to do well, practice, 
and come to lessons. 
Q: Who made you want to play? 

Glory: I saw Youtube videos when I was younger, and  
ever since then I have wanted to play. 
BeeJu: My dad and mom wanted me to. 
Gabby: My sister. 
Suithlyanpyu: I was inspired by my friends in elementary. 
Q: What is the most memorable thing that has        
happened in band/orchestra? 

Glory: During our concert this year I was able to see my 
old music teachers. 
BeeJu: I did not die at the concert even though I was 
scared. 
Gabby: Going to All County. 
Suithlyanpyu: The most memorable thing in orchestra   
(7th grade) was the concert. 
Q: What is your favorite instrument? 

Glory: I play a lot of instruments, but I like playing piano 
the most because I have the most experience with it. 
BeeJu: The violin. 
Gabby: Violin. 
Suithlyanpyu: Though I play the violin, my favorite         
instrument is the cello. 
Q: Is music something you intend to do for a long 
time? 

Glory: Yes, maybe when I am older I can be a musician 
because I have loved music for a very long time. 
BeeJu: No, not really. 
Gabby: Yeah...I guess. 
Suithlyanpyu: No, but I pursue the interest if it piques my 
interest. 
Q:What's your favorite piece to learn? 

Glory: I really love playing Via La Vida, We will be playing 
it in the May concert. 
BeeJu: Star Dancer. 
Gabby: Dragon Hunter 

Suithlyanpyu: Star Dancer 

Q: Have you always played this instrument? 

Glory: Yes, this is my fourth year playing viola, and I really 
love it. 



  

Raving About Raiders! December   

                          7th Grade   

Alexandra Alcantara de La Rosa 

Zahriah Collins 

Justin Donlon 

Ke’Von Fairweather 

Jayonna Fulton 

Joel Gonzalez 

Jaidyn Lawrence 

Kimora Linder 

Hailey Resto Ortiz 

Kierstin Simpson 

8th Grade 

Gabrielle Garcia 

Hector Gonzalez 

Angel Graham 

Rahziere Jimenez 

Chee Paw 

Hector Perez 

Mathew Vannort 

Anyjah Vasquez 

Madelyn Velazquez 

Kibane Wallace 

Staff 

Ms. Pinto 

Mrs. Tillotson 

February 

7th Grade 

Taisha Acevedo 

Taiwan Finch 

Joel Gonzalez 

Kimora Jones 

Dante Lagasse 

Halima Muya 

Melinda Ramos 

Matthew Simmons 

Kyrie Ukena 

Summer Woo 

8th Grade 

Anthony Bronga 

Ezekiel Bullock 

Tameisha Dixon 

Eh Gay 

Nate Harvey 

Dontasia Henderson 

Fatima Mendez 

Eddie Richardson 

Bruno Tinkham 

Kris Thurston 

Staff 

Mr. Crème 

Ms. Simons 

January 

7th Grade 

Josheira Barbosa Lebron 

 Isabella Aceto 

Jayonna Fulton 

Jerquell Henderson 

Katrell Jackson 

Tah Eh Mui Lah Ler Pwe Kue 

Davien Meyers 

Tatiana Spain 

Devon Williams 

Isabella Zayas 

8th Grade 

Dharyl Alcivar 

Ahmed Alomari 

Wilmari DeVargas 

Chadd Feisthamel 

Elizabeth Harahliad 

Carnation Phillips 

Starasia Richardson 

Hei Ku Say 

Fatuma Sidali 

Rebekah Walker 

Staff 

Mr. Karwacki  

  Mrs. Peterson 

Working     
    

together 

Being kind, respectful  

and helping others 

Great effort in 
class 

Being a good 

friend 

The only one to 

raise her hand 

Putting up 
chairs when everyone left 

Being polite by       
saying “please” and 

“thank you” 

Extra effort in class 

Being Respectful, Responsible,  

Safe, and Kind 

Perseverance in Social Studies 

Excellent homework 

Being a leader 

in class 

Helping in Science class 



Spectator Trivia Contest 

Read the articles! Answer all 10 questions correctly!         

Win a Donovan t-shirt! 

1. Which students were interviewed for the Slam Dunk article? 

 

2. Who was the volleyball coach? 

 

3. What were Mr. Koscinski’s favorite subjects in school? 

 

4. Which country is Abdi from, according to Fatuma Sidali? 

 

5.  How long was the tour during the BOCES field trip? 

 

6. What countries did Noader say she wanted to travel to when she is older? 

 

7. What choir song performance made everyone laugh at the concert? 

 

8. What did the December RAR winners do at Potato Hill Farm?  

 

9. Which book was written by Harper Lee in Page Turners? 

 

10. Who was interviewed for Crazy Cooking? 

 

 

Name:________________________________________________________ 

Bring all contest entries to Mrs. O’Bryan in Room # 250 

 



 
 

 
Mr. Koscinski, why did you become a teacher? 
I had a good connection working with children. I like seeing the 
struggling student succeed. Actually, that’s my favorite part 
about being a teacher. 
What do you like about working with your students? 
Each one is unique, which means I have to find different  
teaching styles to get them to learn. 
Who are your colleagues? What do you like about them? 
Miss Brown, Mrs. Egresits, Miss Graham, and Miss Weaver. We 
get to bounce ideas off each other to better the department as 
a whole. 
Explain the value of education, and why students should do 
their best. 
Education and school teach us how to get along in society and 
follow rules. 
Where did you work before becoming a teacher? 
I was a lifeguard and a physical education teacher at Notre 
Dame Elementary. 
 
 

 
 

Where did you go to school? 
Holland Patent, Brockport for my  
undergrad (Bachelors in P.E.), and 
U.C.  for my Masters (childhood and 
special education). 
Was anyone in your family a     
teacher? 
My mother is an occupational therapist in the Utica City School 
District. 
What did you like about your teachers? 
Their patience, and kindness. I was a very difficult student. 
What was you favorite subject and what language did you 
take? 
Physical education and math. And I took six years of Spanish. 
Is it challenging to work in this type of setting with your      
students? 
It’s definitely a challenge, but you shouldn’t be afraid to take 
on a challenge. The greater the challenge, the greater the   
reward. 
What do you like about this generation of students? 
Their confidence. 

 

 

Q: What do you think of teaching and 

how long have you been a teacher? 

Mr. Perkins: I love being a teacher   

because each day is filled with new 

experiences. I have been a teacher for  six years. 

Q: How long do you have to go to college to be a teacher? 

Mr. Perkins: You have to go to college for 4 years for your 

bachelors degree and 2 years for your masters. 

Q: What did you do before you became a teacher or were 

you always a teacher? 

Mr. Perkins: I worked as a cashier at Kinney Drugs before I 

was a teacher 

Q:Is there anyone in your family that is a teacher and did 

they inspire you to become a teacher?  

Mr. Perkins: My mom is a teacher and she is very supportive. 

But she didn't inspire me to become a teacher.  But I had 

two high school teachers who inspired me to become a 

teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q:Who is your role model? 

Mr. Perkins: My role model is my dad. I get all of my dreams 

and skills from him. 

Q: Is this your first job or not? 

Mr. Perkins: No this is not my first job, This is my 4th 

school that I taught at. 

Q:What school did you go to when you were in high school? 

Mr. Perkins: I went to Dolgeville high school. 

Q: Do you think the students in your classes could go to     

college? Why or why not? 

Mr. Perkins: I think all of my students could go to college 

with the proper motivation and effort. 

Q:What  is your favorite thing about Donovan Middle 

School? 

Mr. Perkins My favorite thing about Donovan is that       

everyone is welcoming and comforting. I enjoy all of my 

classes because each class is challenging and different. 

Presenting the Kool Koscinski (No Autographs Please) 
By Angel Graham 

Interview with Mr. Perkins 

By Netanya Hall 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spectator: How old are you, Abdi? 

Abdi: I’m 14 years old. 
 

Spectator: Where were you born? 

Abdi: I was born in Somalia. 
 

Spectator: How long did you live there? 

Abdi: I lived there 8 to 9 years of my life. 
 

Spectator: How is Somalia different from here? 

Abdi: There was less food, less water, and the   
environment there was hotter, drier and they only 
had Obama phones. 
 

Spectator: Why did you move here? What was   
going on? 

Abdi: I was a bit too young to understand it, but I 
remember war. 
 

Spectator: Do you have any family members there 
still? 

Abdi: I do— my twin and my grandma. In total I 
have 4 siblings there. 
 

Spectator: Who do you live with here? 

Abdi: I live with my mom and 5 other siblings. 
 

Spectator: Do you have a religion? And if you do 
what is it? 

Abdi: My religion is Islam, so I am a Muslim. 
 

Spectator: Were there any past memorable        
experiences in America that you had? 

Abdi: Yes, one was the first time I saw snow. 
 

Spectator: And how did you react? 

Abdi: Well, when I first saw the snow, I thought the 
world was ending, and even when I found out that 
it wasn't ending, I still had a fear of it being         
poisonous. 
 

Spectator: How would the food from your home 
differ than here?  
Abdi: The food at my home tasted better. We had 
our own farm. So we grew our own food and it was 
fresh. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spectator: Did anyone in your family do anything 
else besides farming? 

Abdi: Yes, my mother made samosas. And she 
would sell them to people. 
 

Spectator: What food was most commonly eaten at 
your house? 

Abdi: At our home we mostly ate chicken and rice. 
 

Spectator: How is school there different than here? 

Abdi: My old school is dramatically different from 
here. For example, in the bathrooms, there’s urine 
everywhere. The water is also dirty which gets 
most of the kids sick. And the teachers beat the 
students depending on the severity of their actions. 
 

Spectator: Do you have to pay money to go to 
school there? 

Abdi: Yes but it is unfair. You basically pay money 
for not that much of an education.       
 

Spectator: Is there a uniform you have to wear to 
school? 

Abdi: Yes the colors that you have to wear are 
green and blue whether you’re a girl or boy. 
 

Spectator: Was it easier for you to assimilate to 
America? 

Abdi: Yes it only took me 2 to 3 months to learn 
enough English for people to understand me. 
 

Spectator: What was the first grade you took when 
you came to America? 

Abdi: I was in fourth grade when I first started 
school in America. 

 

 

 

 

DMS as you can see,        
Abdilahi is a very              

interesting person, so why 
don't you                           

“Get To Know Abdi”!? 

 

    
 
 

“Getting to Know Abdi!” 

Fatuma Sidali 
 

The first time I met Abdi, he looked like an interesting person. I knew he was from      
somewhere in Africa, so I knew he had a story to tell and I was interested from the start. 



A Trip to Sudan 

By Myintmo Lwin 

Noader Tajir and I actually have a lot in  

common, so we hit it off.  She and I both 

have similar experiences with our parents, 

sports, and cultures, so that made the interviewing easier.  I knew 

what to stay away from and what to talk about. 

 

Q: What country are you from?  A: Sudan 

Q: How old were you when you came to the US and who did you 

come to the US with?  A: I was 7. I came with my parents, siblings, 

and uncle. I call my family in Sudan all the time. I miss them all the 

time. 

Q: What did you first think when you came to the U.S?  A: When I 

came to the US , It was different. It was the first time I saw snow, so I 

didn’t know it was cold and I tried to eat it. 

Q: Why did you and your family come to the US?  A: For better     

education and better jobs. 

Q: What other countries do you want to travel to?  A: I want to go to 

Thailand, Mexico, Spain, and Russia. 

Q: What main differences did you first notice between the two  

countries?  A: The people, clothes, food, and cultures. 

Q: What foods did you eat there? A: Rice, beans, chickens, meat. 

Q: What parts of the cultures are different? A: Music and dresses. 

Q: Do you like to dance? A: I like to dance here, no ones judges here. 

Q: What was school like in Sudan? A: Schools were different. We sit 

in groups or on the floor, and we get hit with sticks whenever we do 

something wrong. 

Q: Did you get into fights? A: Yes, I often got into fights. 

Q: What was life like in Sudan? A: There were a lot of homeless      

people, and houses were smaller and made out of sticks with a     

bamboo flooring. If you are poor then people judge you, but if you are 

rich, you get beat. 

Q: What was the clothing there like? A: Women had to cover        

everything but their faces, while the men dress like they do here. 

Q: What was the medical areas like? A: The doctors/medicines were 

different. There were no hospitals- it would be one house full of six  

people. 

Q: What does Sudan look like? A: It’s beautiful over there. There is 

mostly sand, a desert, and there is only one season—summer.   

Q: Are the customs different? A: Yes they are. There are only three    

holidays, and everyone mainly speaks one language: Arabic. 

Q: Where do you see yourself in the future? A: I want to travel      

between the two countries for work—I want to work in the medical 

field—and I want to start a family in the US. 

Q: Are you going back to Sudan anytime soon? A: Yes, I am going 

there next summer. At first I didn’t want to go back but now I am 

scared that I might not be able to see them again. 

“Cheers to  Miss McCormick’s Dreams” By Fatuma Sidali 

  

I remember vividly when Mrs.    

O’Bryan led me to the Young Scholar 

room to introduce myself to Miss 

McCormick. And right then and there 

I was extremely intrigued by her.  I 

had all these questions, and when I 

got the chance to speak with her one 

on one this is what she had to say. 

Spectator: How long have you been  teaching here? Miss 

McCormick: This is my first year working at Donovan Middle 

School. 

Spectator: Did you teach at any school before Donovan 

Middle School?  Miss McCormick: I taught at Proctor before        

Donovan Middle School. 

Spectator: What subject do you teach?  Miss McCormick: 

Well, I'm not really a teacher. I am a TA which is teacher  

assistant. And I’m working for my Master’s degree so that I 

can officially become a math teacher. 

Spectator: Why do you want to become a teacher? What's 

your motivation?  Miss McCormick: Well, when I was in high 

school, I had this teacher for math class and he was not so 

good at teaching. And I guess my motivation would be that I 

knew that I would do better than him and also the fact that I 

always loved math. 

Spectator: Which high school did you attend?                    

Miss McCormick: I attended RFA which stands for Rome Free 

Academy. 

Spectator: Which college did you go to?  Miss McCormick: I 

went to the University of Vermont. 

Spectator: Who was your favorite teacher when you were in 

high school?  Miss McCormick: My favorite teacher was Mrs. 

Foster. 

Spectator: What our your hobbies? Miss McCormick: I like to 

draw and I really like sports. 

Spectator: Did you play any sports while you were in 

school? Miss McCormick: Yes, I played field hockey and   

lacrosse back when I was in college. 

Spectator How many years did you play hockey?  Miss 

McCormick: I played division one hockey for two years. 

Spectator: Do you have any pets?  Miss McCormick: Yes, 

their names are Bear, Lulu, Jigsaw, Samantha, and Pepper. 

Spectator: Is their anything you would like to add?  Miss 

McCormick: My birthday is on March 8th, which is the same 

as Bruno Mars. 

“Cheer for Miss McCormick’s Dreams”! 



  
Crazy Cooking! 

By Tabarak Alawwad and Myintmo Lwin 
 

I interviewed Naomi Smith about the Iron Chef Junior cooking competition 
that she and her team were preparing for. She also told me about her own 
cooking experiences. 
 

 

Tabarak: What made you to want to start cooking? 

Naomi: I have been cooking since I could walk. When I was very young, I was in the kitchen with my mom as she 
cooked. My mom is really bad at cooking, and I wanted to eat good food, so the only way to do that was to cook the 
food myself. 
Tabarak:  What was the first meal you ever made? 

Naomi: I don’t really know. It probably tasted good though. 
Tabarak: Who inspired you to cook? 

Naomi: No one, I just wanted to cook because I wanted to eat good food and my mom doesn’t know how to cook. She 
could only cook bread, taco, and hotdogs. 
Tabarak: What are you going to be making at the finals? 

Naomi: We do not know yet. We have a few ideas though. 
Tabarak: What are the ideas? 

Naomi: Onigiri (Japanese rice balls), veggie pizza, ramen, dumplings and lasagna. 
Tabarak: What is your favorite thing to cook? 

Naomi: Oh my goodness, I don’t know. I  think it might be the ramen I make. 
Tabarak: Why do you like to cook? 
Naomi: Food taste good and it is a great excuse to listen to music for 5 hours. 
Myintmo: Who is your favorite celebrity chef? 

Naomi: Bobby Flay. 
Myintmo: Do you watch any cooking shows? What is your favorite? 

Naomi: Yes, Nailed It. 
Myintmo: What is your favorite dessert? 

Naomi: Not cake. Macaroons, watermelon, baklava, and strawberry shortcake. 
Myintmo: What are your favorite things to bake? 
Naomi: Yes, Baklava, macaroons and cupcakes are my favorite to bake. But not cake. I refuse. 
Myintmo: Why not cakes? 

Naomi: It stresses me out and it never looks perfect. 
Myintmo: Do you like to decorate too? What is your favorite part of decorating?   
Naomi: Yes, frosting because it is easy to control and is pretty. You can also use the colors you want and coloring it is 
really satisfying to me. 
Myintmo: Have you ever made drinks? 

Naomi: Yes I made this layered drink one time and it had three layers: one blue, one red and one clear. It was for the 
fourth of July, and it had to do with science. I also made a drink inside of a coconut one time. 
Myintmo : How many competitions have you been in?   
Naomi: Currently, two. I have been in one and I won that competition this year. 
Myintmo: what did you make to win? 

Naomi: Apple chicken and I made six mini apple pies. 
Myintmo: What is apple chicken? 

Naomi :I don’t know. It was just chicken with peppers and onions that a friend made, but she also stir fried apple with 
the peppers 

Myintmo: What is your favorite holiday food? 

Naomi: At Thanksgiving, we have turkey and I make pies. Everyone in my family brings something. 
Myintmo: Have you eaten foods from all cultures? What is your favorite? 

Naomi: Kind of. I eat a lot of Asian food because my sister-in-law is Asian and the food is really good. I have eaten food 
from other places but out of the ethnic food I eat, I eat Asian food the most. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Roving Reporter 

Who is your favorite  

musical artist or band? 

 

 

 A Boogie Wit Da Hoodie 

 Chris Brown 

 Lil Pump 

 Luke Bryan 

 Blue Face 

 Biggie Smalls 

 BTS 

 Gnash 

 Bruno Mars 

 Halsey 

 Alessia Cara 

 Kelly Clarkson 

 Adam Levine 

 Maroon 5 

 Katy Perry 

 Panic! at the Disco 

 Meghan Trainor 

 Tamela Mann 

 Billie Eilish 

 Joey Trap 

 Joji  

 Ozuna 

 Trippie Redd 

 YNW Melly 

 Fitz and the Tantrums 

 One  Direction 

 Queen 

 Alan Walker 

 Lil Yachty 

 Melanie Martinez 

 Bad Bunny 

 Nathan Sharp 

 Lil Tjay 

 Migos 

 Stupid Young 

 Twenty One Pilots 

 NBA YoungBoy 

 Polo G  

 Imagine Dragon 

 Michael Jackson 

 Nicki Minaj 

 Dej Loaf 

 Karol G. 

 Comethazine 

 Roddy Ricch 

 Lil UZI Vert 

 Cardi B 

 The Rolling Stones 
 

Page Turners by Myintmo Lwin and Angel Graham                                                             
These are 20 books that you can read on a rainy day (or any day). 

Warrior Cats 

(Series)  

Erin Hunter  Fantasy, Children’s 

Fiction  

Magnus Chase and 

the Gods of Asgard 

(Series) 

Rick Riordan  Mythology, Middle 

Grade  

To Kill A 

Mockingbird 

Harper Lee  Classic, Realistic 

Fiction  

Twilight (Series)  Stephenie Meyer  YA Fiction,  

Romance, 

Melodrama 

The Picture Of 

Dorian Gray  

Oscar Wilde  Philosophical  

fiction  

The Spiderwick 

Chronicles (Series)  

Holly Black  Middle Grade,  

Fantasy  

The Fault In Our 

Stars  

John Green  YA, Realistic,  

Contemporary  

The Selection 

(Series)  

Kiera Cass  YA Fiction,  

Dystopia  

Along For The 

Ride  

Sarah Dessen  YA Fictions,  

Realistic,  

Romance,  

Contemporary 

The Truth About 

Forever  

Sarah Dessen  YA Fictions,  

Realistic, 

Romance,  

Contemporary 

Superman: 

Dawnbreaker 

Matt de la Pena  YA Fiction,  

Fantasy  

The Gentleman's 

Guide to Vice and 

Virtue  (Trilogy)  

Mackenzi Lee  YA Fiction,  

Historical, 

Adventure 

The Poet X  Elizabeth 

Acevedo 

YA Fiction,  

Contemporary, 

Social 

One of Us Is 

Lying 

Karen M. 

McManus  

YA Fiction,  

Mystery, Thriller  

Two Can Keep a 

Secret  

Karen M. 

McManus  

YA Fiction,  

Mystery, Thriller  

Rich Dad, Poor 

Dad  

Robert Kiyosaki Self-help, YA+ 

Our Year of Maybe   Rachel Solomon  Contemporary, YA 

Somewhere Only 

We Know  

Maurene Goo  Romance,  

Contemporary, YA 

Love, Hate and 

Other Filters  

Samira Ahmed  Contemporary, YA 

Kingdom of Ash  Sarah J. Maas   Fantasy, YA  

Fiction  

Thunderhead  Neal Shusterman  YA  

Science   
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The Spectator Newspaper Club  

2018-2019 Recruitment Notice 

The Spectator encourages all students to join the club. If you didn’t join for 

this issue, sign up for the next one.  The more people who join, the better the club!                    

More members = more fun! 

 

 

Reporters: Tabarak Alawwad, Jasmine Connor, Angel Graham, Netanya Hall, Myintmo Lwin,                             
Fatuma Sidali, Naomi Smith  

Guest Contributors  Mr. Leo, Miss Ridley 

Advisor: Holley O’Bryan 

 

Special thanks to Max L. Cowen’s Print Shop for personalizing our Spectator staff club hoodies! 

 

 

 

Bronze Level 

Mrs. Cognetto 

Mr. Disotelle 

Mrs. Rose 

Silver Level 

Ms. Edick 

Mrs. Wehrle 

 

Gold Level 

Mr. Simmons 

 

 

Platinum Level                                                            

The Absolutely Fabulous Art 

Department 

Diamond Level 

Darlene DeIorio Benson 

Elite Level 

Donovan ELA Department AKA The Grammar Police 

Miss Palladino,  Principal 

PLTW Technology Department 

Support Donovan’s Student newspaper and Utica 

Coffee roasting Co. at the same time! 

Choose from a wide variety of locally roasted coffees  to satisfy your coffee cravings.   

Each 10 oz. bag of ground coffee = $10.00.   

Each box of 12 K-cups = $11.00 

Each bag of chocolate covered espresso beans = $5.00 

Cup2Go = $12.00 

See any member of The Spectator staff to place an order! 

Spectator Patrons 

        Spectator Staff 


